
Technological
Classifications

Sociological
Classifications

Geographic
Classifications

Development:
Hunting &
    Gathering,
Agricultural,
Industrial,
Service,
Information.

Spiritual
Classifications

Awareness:
Secular,
Multi-Faith,
Spiritual-
Uniformity.

Secular Multi-
Faith

Spiritual
Unifor-
mityStrong
Spiritual
Ldrshp w/
Consensus

Religious
Pluralism w/
Majority
Rule Politics

Religious
Pluralism w/
Shared Polit.
Process

Consensus
Control

Strong
Spirit. Ldrsp.
w/ Majority
Rule Politics

No Spiritual
Leaders w/
Majority
Rule Politics

Shared
Spiritual &
Political
Leadership

Political/Spiritual Leadership Matrix

Political
Classifications

Psychological
Classifications

Economic
Classifications

Control:
Consensus,
Democratic,
Authoritarian.

Ownership:
Common,
Economic-
Diversity,
Private.

Economic
Diversity

Egalitarian
Common-
Wealth

Egalitarian
Commun-
alism

Egalitarian
Collect-
ivism

Democratic
Commun-
alism

Democratic
Common-
Wealth

Economic
Democracy

Plutocratic
Capitalism

Totali-
tarianism

Ownership/Control Matrix

Authori-
tarianism

Developmental
Changes:
Movement along
continuas or be-
tween cells of the
classification
matrices.
See below.

Historical
Classifications

Longevity:
Months vs.
Centuries.

Labor and
Management
Systems:
Participatory
vs.
Authoritarian.

Individuality:
Suppressed vs.
Expressed.

Interpersonal
Relationships:
Open & Changing,
vs. Rigid & Stable.
Also:  Forms of
group process.

Private
Ownership

Common
Ownership

Democratic
Control

Consensus
Control

Authori-
tarian
Control

○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Location:
Rural,
Suburban,
Urban.

Proximity:
Single location,
Mobile/Nomadic,
Geographically
dispersed.

Cultural
Change:
From Open
to Closed
Society.

External
Relationships:
Isolationist to
Activist.

Social Bonds:
Primary vs.
Secondary.
Also: Forms of
group process.

Social
Stratification:
Class Society
to Egalitarian
Society.

Authoritarian
Control

Democratic
Control

No Spiritual
Leaders w/
Strong Polit.
Leadership

Religious
Pluralism w/
Strong Polit.
Leadership

Strong
Spiritual &
Political
Leadership

THE COMMUNITARIAN CONTINUUM
Intentional
Community

Circumstantial
Community

CLASSIFICATIONS of
COMMUNITARIANISM

THE HUMAN COMMUNITY
The classification structure presented below is appropriate to all forms of human

community:  villages, neighborhoods, cities and nation-states, as well as to intentional
communities.  Only a few of the many factors used to describe different communities, and of
the many relationships between these factors, are presented here.

Each aspect of culture or classification system presented in the figure (rounded
boxes) may be described by one or more continua (squared boxes).  Some of these aspects
then combine with each other in specific cultural patterns as in the Leadership Matrix and
the Ownership/Control Matrix, at the bottom center of the diagram.

Some of the classification continua (especially the political) combine with others to explain certain cultural
patterns, and some of these have common names (such as "commonwealth," "communal," and "capital-
ism").  Each cell in the Leadership Matrix and in the Ownership/Control Matrix represents a different
form of communitarianism, or specific ways to describe different forms of human community.

For more information on these concepts,
see additional works by:  Allen Butcher,

P.O. Box 1666, Denver, CO  80201
© A. Allen Butcher, 1994

THE CLASSIFICATION MATRICES


