Rings of Power!

Thereisaneconomicforceintheworldwhich
seekstobringall of thepeoplesof theworldinto
onehierarchical systemof dominanceand
submission, oneglobal pyramidscheme. Itravages
theEarthwhileat thesametimeit bendsand shapes
all peoplestoitswill. Thisisthenatureof thebeast
called" neo-liberal market capitalism." It seeks
toalignall of theworldtothevaluesof
possessiveness and competition.

Thechoiceswehaveinhowtorespondtothis
challengearesimilartothoseof earliertimesinthe
processof growingdomination. Wemay either:

» eachfendfor ourselves, seekingto usethe
systemto hoard asmuch weal th and power aswe
canfor ourselvesand ourimmediatefamilies, each
of usseekingtomimicthe" lifestylesof therich
and famous," or

* joinwithothers,inaFellowshipof affinity
groups, seekingto manipul atethesysteminways
supporting cooperationand mutual aidcircles, and
creating” lifestylesof thejust and joyous!”

Throughsuchcircleswecanturnthepower of the
Beast against itsalf, ssmply by removing our consent
fromitsworldview of the" scar city paradigm,”
andinstead choosingtoredirect thesystem's
energiesby creatingbusinesseswithaworldview
affirmingthe” plenty paradigm" inserviceof the
valuesof sharingand cooper ation.

Any businessisaRingof Power , and affinity
groupscreatetheir ownby definingtheir cultureof
spirituality, processesof sharing, andformof
governanceastheir expressionofNatural L aw.

Resour ces for Building the

L anded Rainbow

* The Fellowship for Intentional Community
provides arange of publications and conferences,
see: www.ic.org and for searching alist of
communities see the online database: www.icdb.org
e The Federation of Egalitarian Communities at
www.thefec.org offers a range of documents on
childrenin community, labor systems, membership,
bylaws, etc, see: www.thefec.org/sns/

e The E. F. Shumacher Society provides a range of
information and models, especially on SHARE
microcredit, see: www.schumacher society.org

e The School of Living and the Ozark Regional
Land Trust also offer land trust resources see:
www.schoolofliving.org and www.orlt.org

* For the“revolving loan fund” used by Walnut
Street Co-op (www.icetr ee.com/walnut/
revioan.html) in ELAN, and for legal structures for
community see Community, Inc., at:
www.culturemagic.or g/
EgalitarianCommonwealth.html

« For information on labor-sharing time economies
see Time-Based Economics and Communal
Economics at: www.culturemagic.org/
TimeBasedEconomics.html

* For information on methods of interpersonal and
group process for creating the sharing lifestyle see
Light and Shadows at: www.culturemagic.or g/
I ntentioneering.htmi

ServethelLight! Balancepersonal wantswith
the needs of society and nature.
FourthWorld Services, POBox 1666, Denver, CO 80201
303-355-4501 4thWorld@consultant.com
A.Allen Butcher www.CultureMagic.org

Thisisnot an official document of the Fellowship for
I ntentional Community or any organizationin thetext.

L anded Rainbow

Welivein epic times.
Thelitany of tribulationstoday isasgreat asany in
history. A way toview thechallengeand
opportunity of thesetimesisto consider thecontest
for heartsand mindspresentedintheallegory of:

The Fellowship and
The Bilderbergers
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Therainbow symbolizesthe promise of renewed lifeand
unity indiversity. Thefruitingtreesymbolizesfertility,
and it's branches our many connections and relations.
Thetree and rainbow represent Unity of the Earth and the
Heavens, and of the spiritual concepts of immanence
(intuitive nature) and transcendance (external revelation)
as sources of grace and inspiration. Fromthesea
community defines spirituality and governance asits
expression of Natural Law.

The "Landed Rainbow" mixes these ancient symbolswith
new ones. Among the new symbolsisthe White Tree
fruiting rainbow rings, representing theallegory of good
versusevil in the story of the Lord of the Rings.
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Good and evil or "Light and Darkness" can be
divided between two organi zations represent-
ing different world views or paradigms. The
older of the two is the Fellowship for Inten-
tional Community, originally formedin 1947
in response to the World Wars, and reformed
in the mid 1980s (see: www.ic.org). In
advocating community theFellowshipis
supporting lifestyles of sharing and coop-
eration, and the methods for affirming these
values involves different forms of time-based

economies, from labor-gifting to |abor-
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sharing. (see: www.culturemagic.org/
In contrast, the Bilderberg Group was

O

formed in the 1950s (the "Bilderbergers" have no
website) to protect the West from communism. |t
supports lifestyles of possessiveness and
competition through monetary economics and
globalization of the debt-based economic system.

Outside of community the love of money isthe
"root of all evil," through the concepts of "rational
self-interest” (Adam Smith) and "compar ative

neo-liberal market capitalism.

with the outside, with internal "time economies"

TimeBasedEconomics.html ) supporting "rational altruism" and "mutual
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In community money may be only for exchangtw

.
advantage" Time economies can be "labor- Mg

p and TheBilderberg Group .=

Explaining aRea World Contest for Heartsand MindsviaanAllegorical Tale
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gifting" asin Rainbow Gatherings and @
cohousing, or can be"labor-sharing" aswith

labor quotasin egalitarian collectives and

—

communal societies. Intime-economies

businesses are as "Rings of Power," earning

money for exchange with the "dominant

culture," supporting peoplethrough acquiring s,
land and building community. e

advantage’ (David Ricardo), and theideology of g LikeElvesusing Rings of Power to support
Laear o their homelands, Rivendell and Lothl6rien,
communities using time economies create
businesses as their "Rings of Power." The
challenge is to turn the power of money -
to the service of the Light!
www.CultureMagic.org

—

L

See:
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Thismaterial is excerpted from a 5-page discussion of allegories about the monetary system, IRS statistics on "non-family households" and methods of sharing real estate equity, in the
chapter by the same namein, ELAN: Equity-Linked Affinity Networks availablefreefor download asaPDF document from: www.culturemagic.org/EgalitarianCommonwealth.html

e TheFellowship of theRing—TheFellowshipfor #®. ¢ Numenorians—Membersof Spiritual Intentional

Lty

Intentional Community represents societies dedicated to Communities. Thesemay be Quaker, Christian, Buddhist,
building lifestyles of freedom as opposed to domination. Hindu, Islamist, New Age, Pagan, Unitarian Universalist,
e TheOneRing - Coins, credit cards and other forms Native American Spiritual or other. Thesehavemuchto
of money serve as the One Ring in a hobbit’s pocket. ~m, teach and valuable aid for building societies based upon

S . =& the values of sharing and cooperation. Numenorians
° TheFeII_ows_h!p smission of Des;roymgtheOne have the potential for providing leadership for uniting all
Ring py casting it into Mount Doom s an analogy fc_)r of the races of Earth against domination. =
removing from our mindsthe power that money and itS . o
values of possessiveness and competition have upon ¢ Humans—Membersof Secular and Multi-Faith @
us, enabling usto turn to forms of time-economies @ Intentional Communities: Ecovillages, Cohousing
supporting the values of sharing and cooperation. This Communities, Community Land Trusts, Anarchist and
can be of varying degrees of difficulty depending upon other Political Activist Communities, Collectives, —

one' sintellectual and emotional constitution. Rainbow, Indigenous Tribal Cultures and others.

e Elves—EgalitarianCommunal Societies(spiritual,
multi-faith or secular) have gone furthest in bending the
powers of Darkness (debt-based monetary system)
toward service of the Light (time-based labor-sharing e
systems) with their Rings of Power.

e Dwarves—Membersof SurvivalistCommunities. s,
May be isolationist and even politically conservative gty
(e.g., Libertarian), yet may also resist the Darkness.

oblivious to the contest of values between the Light
fm-==® ness and competition), which may include average
citizens, membersof themilitary, policeor other civil
servants. Thismay be dueto being far removed from

of the contest, yet individuals may find themselves
suddenly in the thick of it of no intent of their own, and
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W ¢+ Hobbits—Thosewho ignore, don't care about or arela

(sharing and cooperation) and Darkness (possessive- il

the actual contest, or to being self-absorbed or in denial .
L

may end up serving either the Light or the Darkness.

e Wizards— Those who seek to understand, frame
and teach the issues involved in economic systems,
whether debt-based or time-based. They may serve
either the Light or the Darkness. .

e Ringsof Power —All businesses, whether
organized via debt-based or time-based economics.

e Entsand Eagles—Powerful natural forcesaiding the
work of the Fellowship.

e Dragonsand Balr ogs—Powerful natural forces
hindering the work of the Fellowship.

e Trolls, Goblins, Orcs, Urk-Hai — Thosewho prey
on others:. thieves, predatory lenders, terrorists, etc.
This includes those serving the Darkness unwittingly.

e RingWraiths—Upper and mid-level managers of
the monetary economy, such as the Federal Reserve and
other central banks, the World Bank, etc.

e SauronandM orgoth—TheBilderberg Group, Tri-
Lateral Commission and others at the highest level of
global monetary economic consultation & coordination.



