
FORMS  of  LEGAL  ORGANIZATION
Used by Intentional Communities

Non-Profit
Corporation

Ex:
Shannon,
Virginia

STATE
File with the Secretary of State.

COUNTY
File with the

Clerk of Records.

528
Homeowners
Associations
Ex: Common

Ground,
Virginia

For-Profit
Corporation

Ex: Dunmire,
Tennessee

Limited
Liability
Company

Ex: ?

501 (c) (3)
Religious,

Educational,
Charitable,
Scientific,
Literary

Organizations.
Ex: Ananda,
California

501 (d)
Religious and

Apostolic
Associations.
Ex: East Wind
in Missouri,
The Farm in
Tennessee, &

Hutterites.
(Used by 94

communities as
of 1990.)

Sub-
Chapter S
Ex: White

Buffalo,CO

NO FILING
NECES-
SARY.

FEDERAL
File with the Internal Revenue Service.

There are over one million tax-exempt organizations
in the U.S.A.

General
Partnerships
and Unincor-

porated
Associations

Ex:  Aloe,
New Sunrise,
Kerista — all
disbanded.

Limited
Partnership

Ex: ?

Homeowners
Associations:

Condominiums and
Planned Unit

Developments (PUD).
May also be called:
community associa-

tion, common interest
community or

planned community.
"Nearly one in eight
Americans lives in a

Common Interest
Ownership

Association (CIOA)."
Community Associa-

tions Factbook, 1993.
Ex:  Cohousing Comm.

Cooperative
Corporation

(In some
states: Mutual
Benefit Corp.)
Ex: Alpha,
Oregon

Second draft: Allen Butcher, 1997
PO Box 1666, Denver, CO  80201

501 (c) (7)
Social and
Recreation

Clubs.
Ex: Shenoa,
California

Deed or Declaration of Trust:
Grantor(s) - create the trust

Trustee(s) - manage the trust
Beneficiary(ies) - those who

have access  to the trust
property.

(Deeds of trust are not used in
land trusts or community land
trusts, but a community could
use a business or estate trust.)

Ex: Dancing Rabbit used a
form of Deed of Trust for land

purchase.
Note:  Dotted line indicates that a particular form of

organization may incorporate via another legal structure.

501 (c) (2)
Title Holding
Corporation
for Exempt

Organizations.
Ex: Hawk Hill,

Missouri

The ECONOMIC CONTINUUM:
Showing which Legal Structures are used for particular forms of Intentional Community

Sharing Commonly-Owned Property   Mixed-Economy Communities   Sharing Privately-Owned Property

Cohousing Communities
Housing Cooperatives
(a Collective Community can
agree to function communally;
its structure remains collective)

Communal Communities 1. Community (non-resident brd-
of-drctrs) & Private Land Trusts.Group Marriage Communities

Collective Communities, such as:

Monastic Societies 2.  Communal/Collective Com-
munities (include a communal
core group & other members
who hold private property).

Any community can function commu-
nally, but legally enforced common
ownership requires 501 (d), (c) (3)

or (c) (2) structures.  State non-profit
structures can be privatized.

Can be any structure [but
rarely 501 (d) or (c) (7)].
     Land trusts are most
often non-profit, some
with 501 (c) (3) or (c) (2).

For-profits, subchapter S, partner-
ships, cooperative corporations,

homeowners associations, limited
liability companies. (Non-profits

can privatize by amending their
Articles of Incorporation.)

Sub-
Chapter T

Ex: ?


